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sanatorium of Dr. Walther at Nordrach Colonie as being the
one referred to in the circular as ’’ the open-air cure practised
at Nordrach, Leysin, &c.," as evidently (taking into con-

sideration the cost of treatment) the people’s sanatoriums are
the places referred to. One of these existed at Nordrach

(village) where the patients (sent by the State insurance

societies) occupied the ordinary village houses and when

passing through a few years since 1 saw dozens of these

patients walking about through the streets, in and out of the
shops, just as they are described as doing at Sandgate. At

another village in the Black Forest, Schomberg, where Herr
R&ouml;mpler’s and another private sanatorium are situated, there
was also a Volk’s Sanatorium on the boarding-out system.
One or two curiously decorated structures were pointed out
to me as galleries or verandahs which looked out on a narrow
and shut-in street.

If your Commissioner would describe some of these Volk’s
Sanatoriums and give details of how the patients spend their
day, the quality of their dietary, and the character of the
rooms they occupy many of your readers would be extremely
interested. My own experience when in Germany was that
the often-described sanatoriums of Falkenstein, Hohenhoneff,
and Nordrach Colonie are comparatively easy to see but that
the less known institutions were not always easy to obtain
information about. As an instance, I was unblushingly
informed at one sanatorium that another (not 20 miles
distant) did not exist. Dr. F. Rufenacht Walters gives a list
of people’s sanatoriums in his Sanatoria for Consumptives,"
but several names might be added now to that in the 1901
edition.
Your Commissioner impresses one as taking rather a

different view of the infectivity of phthisis from that ex-
pressed in your excellent leading article on Public Health in
the Transvaal, where you emphasise the fact that in pul-
monary phthisis infection is only possible when certain
simple precautions are not observed.

It has been repeatedly pointed out that the presence of
sanatoriums in the villages had a beneficial educational

effect-e.g., Falkenstein and Gobersdorf. About eight years
ago in this city (Belfast) the fear of the infectivity of

phthisis was so rampant that great difficulty was experienced
in -obtaining a new site for the Consumption Hospital. Now
this dread has so far subsided that applications are con-
stantly being made for permission to build villa residences
inside the hospital grounds.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
F. HOWARD SINCLAIR,

Visiting Physician, Forster Green Hospital, Belfast.
Belfast, April 30th, 1905.

SHOCK AND COLLAPSE.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-I quite agree with Mr. P. Lockhart Mummery that
arguments should be based on experimental evidence, but
these arguments must satisfy the ordinary laws of reasoning.
I based my arguments on the elementary fact which has
been overlooked by Mr. Mummery-namely, that fluid trans-
mits pressure equally in all directions. Surely this requires
no further experimental proof. Mr. Mummery apparently
thinks that increased atmospheric pressure tends to drive the
blood from the peripheral to the deeper vessels but that this
does not occur in health because the vaso-motor centre

compensates for it by altering the calibre of the vessels.
(Has Mr. Mummery any experimental proof of these views ?)
Are we to understand that the vaso-motor centre can keep
open vessels which are subjected to an increased pressure of,
say, two atmospheres ? If so, by what mechanism does it
do so? I pointed out in my former letter that increased
atmospheric pressure could not affect the distribution of
blood in the vessels because it was transmitted to all parts of
the circulation equally. If it cannot alter the distribution,
how can it alter the blood pressure ? If the absolute pressure
of the blood be x and the atmospheric pressure be y, the
blood pressure as determined by instruments is x-y. If
we increase y we increase x by the same amount

according to the ordinary laws of hydrostatics and the
blood pressure remains x-y. As to Crile’s experiments I
have not been able to refer to his book and must therefore
rely on the short abstract given in the second lecture on
p. 782. These experiments consisted in placing dogs in a
condition of shock in tubes and then raising the air

pressure in the tubes. It is not clear from the description
whether the animal was completely inserted in the tube or
whether it was only partially so inserted, but from the

account given I concluded that part, of the animal was out-
side the tube, because of the fact that the blood pressure
was apparently recorded and it is not easy to see how this
could be done if the whole animal was in the tube. I am
confirmed in this view by the statement that, arguing from
these experiments, " Crile attempted to treat human beings
in the same nvay." A description follows of the pneumatic
suit in which the head and thorax are left outside. These

experiments, then, refer to localised pressure only and I do
not see how they support the hypothesis that general increase
of atmospheric pressure will cause a rise of blood pressure.

Mr. Mummery says that in health increased abdo-
minal pressure does not produce any appreciable altera-
tion in the blood pressure because the vaso-motor centre is
able to compensate for it. No doubt this is true within
limits but is there no increase of blood pressure during
forcible abdominal compression such as occurs in straining
or during a vigorous muscular effort ? It is obvious that
when the abdominal vessels are dilated and the blood
pressure is low the same amount of pressure will produce a
larger effect than under normal conditions.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
CHARLES POWELL WHITE.

St. Thomas’s Hospital, S.E., May 2nd, 1905.

" THE KING’S CORONER."
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,&mdash;Your reviewer of the above book says :-
(1) The mere citation of the names of cases might well have been sup-

plemented by more or less copious extracts from them upon any points
likely to occur in practice. There would seem to us to be room, there-
fore, for a carefully compiled work of this class by a sound lawyer,
with (2) perhaps chapters not only on such subjects as the law of
evidence but a few practical hints on the actual eliciting of it from
witnesses and upon such cross-examination as the coroner is justified
in admiuistering in order to sift their stories where he has no legal
assistance from interested parties.

Concerning (1), I may say that I have been engaged for a
considerable time upon the work suggested, so that " Mr.
Henslowe Wellington will amplify his work in this direc-
tion" as proposed by your reviewer. Concerning (2), "the
law of evidence and " the actual eliciting of it from
witnesses and such cross-examination as the coroner is

justified in administering" can only be acquired by attend-
ing the Central Criminal and other High Courts and care-
fully studying the judge, counsel, and witnesses, as is the
daily routine of, Yours faithfully,

R. HENSLOWE WELLINGTON,
Barrister-at-Law and Deputy Coroner.

Temple, April 29th, 1905.

* * We understand Mr. Wellington to mean that he had
intended to do what our reviewer recommended him to do-
an example of what the American psychologist called the
simultaneous consaltation of higher intelligences."-ED. L.

ASSOCIATION OF MEDICAL DIPLOMATES
OF SCOTLAND.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-It is the intention of the above association to

present a petition to the Royal College of Surgeons of Edin-
burgh at the forthcoming fourth centenary praying that the
title of "Licentiate" may be altered to "Member." Let
me urge upon those holding diplomas of the Scottish cor-
porations to join the association forthwith in order that we
may voice the wishes of all the Licentiates. It is very im-

portant that this object should be pushed forward as rapidly
as possible. Our honorary secretary, Dr. David Walsh, 18A,

Hanover-street, W., will be glad to receive the names of
those interested in this urgent and far-reaching movement
and wishing to become members.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
CLAUDE ST. AUBYN-FARRER, President.

London, W., May 1st, 1905.
CLAUDE ST. AUBYN-FARRER, President.

THE PETITION OF THE LICENTIATES OF
THE SOCIETY OF APOTHECARIES TO
THE GENERAL MEDICAL COUNCIL.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,-Will you allow me to state, in reply to numerous

inquiries, that the number of practitioners really affected by
the non-descriptive title of L.S.A. appears to be greater thanis generally supposed? An examination of the Medical
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Directory for 1905 shows that 1571 persons now practising
hold the diploma in medicine, surgery, and midwifery of the
Society and of these 809 (nearly 51 per cent.) have taken no
additional qualification. It has been suggested by some
correspondents that the Society should seek the designation
of Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons of London. Such
persons have not studied the history of the London medical
corporations or they would know that the charter of the

College of Physicians was granted to "the President and
College, or Commonality, of the Faculty of Physic of
London." The body of the Licentiates of the Society has
no desire to usurp the titles of other corporations, and that
which is asked for ill the petition (Lie. Med., Surg., and
Midwifery of the Society of Apothecarieq) was carefully
considered so as not to trespass on the rights of other
bodies and at the same time to do a simple act of justice
to a considerable number of practitioners. May I ask any
Licentiates who have not sent their proxies for the signature
of the petition to do so at once ?

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully, 
--.

Oxford, May lst, 1905.
A. RIVERS-WILLSON,

Chairman of Petition Committee.

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AND PUBLIC
HEALTH.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,-I think the attention of your constituency should

be drawn to the present irrational and intolerable methods
of insuring attendance at elementary schools. In innumer-
able instances the attendance officer discharges his duties
without exercising the slightest discretion, with the result
that the poorer classes are often subjected to a petty tyranny
of officialdom little better than that of certain notorious
continental States, and, in addition, are subjected to real

danger and suffering in the matter of health. The regula-
tions seem to allow of only two alternatives: a child must
attend school or the parent must provide a medical certifi-
cate. It is perfectly obvious that an unreasoning interpreta-
tion of this rule will often involve, to parents and children,
much unnecessary trouble and pain ; but what is more

serious will often lead to very great risks to public health.
Everyone knows that there are many cases of slight but
troublesome illnesses, such as nasal catarrh, toothache,
diarrhoea, and biliousness, where the parents are competent
to judge that the child is unfit for school. In these cases
the strain of school work or the exposure in school grounds
may induce a serious illness and yet I can cite cases where
the parents are continually being compelled to incur the
expense of calling in a medical man on such trifling occasions
as these.

I know many cases of delicate children with frequently
recurring slight attacks of bronchial catarrh, sore-throat,
&c., who need only the warmth and care of home for a day
or two to restore them to ordinary health. Many of these
parents cannot afford repeated fees for medical attendance.
The result is that many children are at school who are known
to be in an unfit state of health and the public health suffers
in consequence. What is worse, I am able to prove that the
want of discretion in the attendance officer often contributes
to the spread of infectious diseases. Take my own district.
By extreme measures we succeeded in eliminating nearly all
cases of scarlet fever in this township. A fortnight ago two
households were still infected. Hoping to confine the cases
within these moderate limits, I felt justified in subjecting
the houses to a prolonged isolation and requested the school-
masters to allow no children to attend school from those
houses until declared by me free from from infection. A

fortnight ago the attendance officer insisted on the attend-
ance of the children at school from one of the proscribed
houses. A few days later a child of the family who had been
from home during the actual visitation of the epidemic
developed symptoms of scarlet fever, thus proving the house
to be still infected. Within a week several scholars in the
same school were also seized. This and similar cases are due
to a blundering officialism which is far more eager to obtain
the Government grant than to secure the best interests and real
education of the children. I have even come across absurd
cases where the inspector with the medical certificate before
his eyes has insisted upon bandages being removed from an
injured limb that his own petty officialism may be convinced.
Certain inspectors insist that although the child is un-

doubtedly and seriously ill the medical certificate must be
produced. It is scarcely credible but I have given a medical

certificate for non-attendance, the certificate has been sent
to the schoolmaster but has miscarried, and the parents have
actually been summoned and fined in spite of a note from me
explaining the circumstances 
What right has any attendance officer to assume that every

parent is absolutely indifferent to his children’s education ?
My experience is that parents are usually anxious to secure
the best education for their children and are loth to see

them surpassed by those of their neighbours. A law that
was made for delinquents, I aver, is being employed to

tyrannise over the well-disposed. In individual instances
there are likely to be mistakes, but when the mistakes
become the allowed and encouraged rule, especially when
those mistakes result in universal annoyance and danger to
the public health, it is indeed high time some determined
effort were made to rectify them. To bring this grievance
of the poorer classes home to our middle class, a friend
spent a holiday in Preston with his daughter, a child of ten.
The holiday did not happen to coincide with the stipulated
school holiday. During the visit the child’s life was made in-
tolerable and her walks were almost entirely put a stop to by
the unwarrantable interference with her liberty. Repeatedly
she was pounced upon by attendance officers who treated her
guardian, whether mother, father, or governess, with scant
courtesy. Once she was caught alone when the official
entered upon a tirade against the criminal neglect of her
father," who, by the way, is himself a public educationist.
Apart from the complaints I have made above this continual

terror and tyranny must have an injurious effect upon the
younger generation and is likely, unless remedied, to add one
more element to the immense nervous stress that oppresses
modern life and helps still further to add to the inmates of
our crowded asylums. At least one grievous injustice should
be immediately abolished. If school authorities compel the
production of a medical certificate they should be also
required to pay for it. I am inclined to believe some little
condition of this nature will tend considerably to correct this
blatant abuse. I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,

_______________ 

A. E. W.

THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
THE MEDICAL PRESS.
COMMITTEE MEETING AT BERNE.

(FROM A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.)

Berne, May 1st.
THE committee of the International Association of the

Medical Press met at Berne on April 27th and 28th. The

Government of the Swiss Republic very graciously placed
Committee Room No. 4 of the Houses of Parliament or
Federal Palace at the disposal of the association. M.

Ringier, the Chancellor of the Swiss Confederation, was
present to receive the members of the committee and to
welcome them in the name of the Swiss Republic. In a few
well-chosen words he declared that he was profoundly
touched by the honour conferred on his country when the
representatives of the medical press decided to meet in the

capital of Switzerland. But the other towns, in fact all
Switzerland, would join in welcoming those who rendered
great service to the science which did so much for the benefit
of humanity at large.

It was at 9.30 A.M. that the committee met, and already
on the previous day there had been much informal talk during
the dinner and evening spent together at the Hotel Bellevue.
These conversations are almost as useful as, in some cases
even more useful than, the formal meetings. It is by
such intercourse that much information is obtained and plans
are conceived and criticised. Dr. Carlos M. Cortezo, Presi-
dent of the International Association of the Medical Press,
sent by telegraph his I affectionate salutations " and explained
that, having just been appointed Minister of Public Instruc-
tion, he could not spare the time necessary to attend and
to preside over the meeting of the committee ; he therefore
requested the Vice-President, Dr. Posner of Berlin, to occupy
the chair in his stead. One of the first acts of the committee
was to send a telegram of felicitations to His Excellency
Dr. Cortezo. In his absence the Association of the Spanish
Medical Press was represented by Dr. Larra y Cerezo who,
it will be remembered, was general secretary of the Inter-
national Congress of the Medical Press held at Madrid in


